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1. Max Fochner bas denied a siatement recently made by the Borlin Telegraf . vhich
charged that he had wriitten a letter to the executive committea of the “ED to
complain that former SPD members are diseriminated azainst by former XD meme
bars in the S5ZD. Fechner maintalns thot the mention of such a letter wis
merely an attempt or the part of the Telerraf end the SFD to sow discord within
the ranks of the SED.

2. At a conference with editors of SED newsrapers in Berlin on 25 June 1947, Her-
mann Matern, chalrman of the SED state directorate, spoke on the present, situ-
ation in Berlin., His remarks, previously arproved by the executive cormittee
of the SED, were gensrally directed arainsh SPD policy or lack of polic, to
which, he claimed, the nente distress of the city may be attrituted. T o popu=
lation of Berlin rmst be made to realize thait, althoush it is not an opiwsition
party, the SED cannot be held responsible for prevailins conditions. Moiern
went on to state that it is the duty of the SED, through econstant eriticlem,
to forece the SPD into 2 vositive line of action. The attewpt to link Berlin
solely with the West mue’ ceass, and aipnlies must be drawn fram a1l Porr
countries; Poland, Matern szid, has replied favorably to SED inmuiries ¢oncern-
ing the possibility of a trade azreement, tul the city government, althcugh in=
Tormed of thic, has mede no move, the SED has been lscuss-
ing trade pacts with Poland and Czechoglovakih throuh (Bruno ?) Baum of the SED
city directorate. ; 25X1X6

3. The impression aprears to be rrevalent in SED eircles that the party is lasing
ground in Berlin, as well a2s ir the western zones, vhere, of course, it is .
hanmpered in that 1t is not yet a Jemal rarty. Ulbricht recently conferied with
delegates from the western zones, but failed to reveal any conclusions rhich
they may have reached. Mass mectings held in Berliin have had extremely poor
attendance; for exauple, only 400 persons appemred to hear Hermann Matera’s last
mublic address.
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